United Educators of San Francisco
Assembly Meeting
Wednesday, May16, 2018 4:15 p.m.

Minutes
Agenda Sign-In  (Committee of the Whole called @ 4:26 p.m.; Quorum declared @ 5:07 p.m.)  
Divisional Reports

1.High School Committee Report  (None given)
2. Early Education Committee Report
Betty Robinson-Harris

•  Last mtg. with District:  Talked about MOU for lead teachers for summer, 10-weeks summer program
3. Para-Educators Division
Carolyn Samoa

•  PLN last night, end-of-the-year presentations, paras gave good presentations
•  1st time a para-educator honored as Educator of the Year last Monday @ AT&T ballpark; will be honored again @ City Hall next Friday; Mary Lavalais was honoree.

4. Substitute Division  (Written report attached)
Elizabeth Conley

5. Retired Division
Rudi Faltus for Diane Doe

•  Surprise event planned for Diane Doe next week.
•  100s of new retirees (35 of which are para-educators)

Approval of Minutes and Financial Report
1. Roll Call
A.J. Frazier, Sergeant at Arms

2. Approval of Minutes  M/S/C as amended
Lisa Gutierrez Guzmán
•  Financial Report  M/S/C
Elaine Merriweather

•  “Report ending 4/30”  Moving right along w/budget, little over in some areas

•  Over budget for PR 5960, but not over budget overall
•  (Sister Blanc)  Will be paying mortgage off sooner b/c of payment schedule
Officers Reports
1. President’s Report
Lita Blanc

•  Last meeting as president

•  16,000 North Carolina educators called in sick, rise of teacher protests

•  UESF and labor movement will continue to rise to the occasion

•  Thanks given to executive officers, taking stock of where we’re at as a union (brief review of our accomplishments)

•  Preparing for Janus, campaign to get to the people whose applications aren’t on file

•  Janus resolution to Labor Council, will have joint press conference when decision announced, will be @ City Hall @ 4:00 p.m.

•  Election of Thurmond for Superintendent of Public Instruction

2. Executive Vice-President’s Report
Susan Solomon

•  Need applications even if members say that they’ve been paying union dues for years

•  Close the Gap Community Forum, 5:30 -8:00 p.m., MLK Middle School:  Encouraged attendance
•  Report on meeting @ Balboa to look @ budgets:  A few board members and principals attended with UESF rank-and-file members.  Goal:  Transparency/hearing from members about priorities

•  Internal elections close on Friday, vote with Smart Voter online or on paper ballot

•  Prop. G:  Have until 6/5 to get 2/3 votes, addressed issue of 

DEBATE AND DISCUSSION: Threats of 4-6 ½% cuts to our members and those from other school unions, District is saying cuts are b/c of raises; opting out of text messages, temporary Prop. G markers of logo on cars, putting signs in windows

Organizing/COPE Reports 
Anabel Ibanez
•  Importance of Prop. G and the raffles of Giants/Warriors tickets for those who do block walking

•  Mobilization this Saturday @ Richmond Library and the subsequent Saturdays; help needed

•  Funds to release people from school site on 6/4 and/or 6/5

•  Slate cards for state, local governments; Tony Thurmond for Super. of Instruction (will be here during Division, along with AFT President Randi Weingarten

DEBATE AND DISCUSSION:  Hustle training, F petitioners dropping G hangers; phone banking, flyers for parents, Thurmond posters

Special Order of Business
· Sick Leave Bank
Kathy Melvin

+  Sister Melvin gave a short presentation re: contributions to the Sick Leave Bank; worked with a committee (Sister Melvin, Sister Linda Plack and Brother Roberto Michel)

DEBATE AND DISCUSSION:  Donating to specific people @ sites, verification of people who have contributed or who feel they have, new forms available (need to get it from web site), catastrophic illness, certification contribution to classified

Special Order of Business
· Endorsement of Niki Solis and Maria Evangelista  M/S/C unanimously



Ken Tray and Susan Solomon

Whereas, Public Defenders Niki Solis and Maria Evangelista are candidates for San Francisco Superior Court Judge; and

Whereas, only one public defender in the last 30 years has been appointed to the Superior Court bench creating lack of balance with former prosecuting District Attorneys; and

Whereas, former corporate attorneys join former prosecuting attorneys comprising overwhelming majority of appointed judges; and

Whereas, Solis and Evangelista are committed and prepared to take on the revolving door of arrest and rearrests impacting the lives of too many San Francisco young people and too many of the students in our schools; and

Whereas, both candidates will take on the “cash bail” system that keeps defendants of color in jail waiting for trial dates especially with a focus on African American defendants who wait an average of 30 days longer than Caucasians; and

Whereas, San Francisco African Americans are arrested and prosecuted at 10 times the rate of their white counterparts for drug crimes when the statistics show that white San Franciscans are 60% of those using and abusing drugs and their sentences 28% higher than white counterparts; and

Whereas, both candidates are running to reform the courts implicit bias concerning treatment defendants of color; and

Whereas, Solis and Evangelista commit themselves to take on racial disparity in treatment of drug offenders that devastates dreams of too many San Francisco young people and

Whereas, Solis and Evangelista commit themselves to end the cash bail system that keeps low-income defendants in jail waiting for trial dates; and

Whereas, UESF recognizes the crisis in the United States disproportionate mass incarceration criminal justice system continuing the legacy of historic racism with re-emerging politics of racism attacking and marginalizing black and brown communities.

Therefor Be it Resolved that UESF endorse Niki Solis and Maria Evangelista for Superior Court Judge; and

Be it Further Resolved that UESF/COPE contribute $500 to each campaign.

Submitted to the UESF Assembly Meeting, May 16, 2018 by Ken Tray, 

Susan Solomon, Carolyn Samoa and Anabel Ibañez
Moved by the maker of the motion
DEBATE AND DISCUSSION:  # of vacancies and strategy for getting our endorsed candidates elected
Resolutions
1. No on Prop. H Resolution M/S/C unanimously   
Anabel Ibañez, et al

Whereas, under new Police Commission guidelines SFPD Officers have use of tasers whether or not Proposition H passes; and

Whereas, Proposition H nullifies Police Commission guidelines allowing use of tasers only in violent situations and will expand use to include incidents of “active” resistance which may include suspects merely running away from a scene or involved in other nonviolent activity; and

Whereas, Proposition H strips de-escalation trainings and guidelines adopted by the Police Commission for use of tasers that could help lead to less harm and fewer violent confrontations; and

Whereas, Proposition H, if passed, becomes part of the City Charter that can only be changed by a future referendum or super majority vote of Board of Supervisors -  an unprecedented codification of policy into City Charter and removal of Police Commission oversight; and

Whereas, given the increasing number of incidents leading to rise of the Black Lives Matter movement and increasing demand for instituting and increasing civilian review of police departments across the country and in San Francisco; and

Whereas, UESF endorses the Black Lives Matter movement and is distressed by the danger facing too many of our students because of the urgent need for improved relations between police and communities of color,

Therefore, Be it Resolved that UESF oppose Proposition H.

Submitted to the May 16, 2018 meeting of the UESF Assembly by Ken Tray, Anabel Ibáñez, Susan Solomon, Carolyn Samoa, Elaine Merriweather, Frank Lara, Tom Harriman, Susan Kitchell, Lisa Gutierrez Guzman and Lita Blanc.
Moved by the maker of the motion
DEBATE AND DISCUSSION:  Importance of resolution

2. Resolution to Implement Safer Technological Solutions
Sara Aminoff

Moved by Liz Conley for Sister Aminoff, the maker of the motion

Substitute Resolution:  “Enhancing Technology Safety in San Francisco Unified School District Schools.”  M/S/C as amended 
DEBTE AND DISCUSSION:  Pros and cons of amendment 
WHEREAS, cell phones emit radiofrequency energy when they send and receive signals to and from cell phone towers, and

WHEREAS, cell phone usage in the United States continues to increase, especially among children, and

WHEREAS, the science surrounding the emission of radio frequency energy from cells phones has not reached a level of consensus within the scientific community, and

WHEREAS, current research is suggesting long-term high usage of cell phones and the concomitant exposure to the energy emitted by those cell phones may impact human health, and

WHEREAS, the developing brains of children and adolescents may be more affected than others by cell phone use, and

WHEREAS, the California Department of Public Health, in December of 2017, issued guidelines on reducing exposure to radio frequency energy from cell phones, including (1) keeping cells phones away from your body, (2) reducing or avoiding use of. cell phones when it is sending out high levels of RF energy, (3) not sleeping with the cell phone in your bed or near your head, (4) removing a headset when not directly on a call, and (5) do not rely on "radiation shields" or other products claiming to block RF energy, electromagnetic fields or radiation from cell phones, and

WHEREAS, the science in this arena is still evolving, enough concern exists that implementing simple steps can reduce exposure for children, adolescents and adults, and

WHEREAS, the public-school district in Ashland, Massachusetts, through its own review of the matter, has instituted district-wide "best practices for mobile devices" aimed at reducing wireless radiation exposures, and 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that UESF place this matter as an agenda item for discussion in the UESF/SFUSD Labor-Management Health and Safety Committee at the first meeting of the committee following passage of this resolution, and

THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that said agenda item will include (1) the discussion of the CA DPH guidelines for reducing exposure to RF energy from cell phones, (2) the development and dissemination of SFUSD best practices for the reduction to RF energy, (3) recommend that all students and families have access to the CA DPH guidelines via the SFUSD Student/Family Handbook, and the posting of the CA DPH guidelines in every classroom and (4) encourage the use of Ethernet connections (via adaptors, not WiFi), when possible, in our schools, and

THEREFORE, BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that UESF publicize to its members, via e-mail blast (including a link to the CA DPH guidelines) and via publication within the union’s newspaper, the CA Department of Public Health Guidelines for reducing expos to RF energy from cell phones, and

THEREFORE, BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that UESF urge its members to follow the CA DPH recommendations in their personal and professional use of devices emitting radiofrequency energy.

3. Endorsement of Nancy Pelosi M/S/C  
Anabel Ibañez

Whereas, our Congressional Representative, Nancy Pelosi, stands for reelection on the June 2018 ballot; and

 

Whereas, Representative Pelosi leads the Democratic members of the House of Representatives in opposition to the Trump agenda including the assault on public education and the rights of public school educators; and

 

Whereas, Representative Pelosi supports legislation ensuring transgender students’ rights, universal Pre-K for children, student loan forgiveness, dramatic increases in the federal Pre-K-12 budget, holds a 100% NEA voting record and stands in opposition to school vouchers and prayer in school; and

 

Whereas, Representative Pelosi is leading the national campaign to win a Democratic majority in the House of Representatives, thus denying Trump and the Republican Party control of the legislative branch of government; and

 

Whereas, there is too great a risk in not uniting in a campaign to regain Democratic control of the House of Representatives to prevent the continued undermining of basic social, economic and civic decency and what’s left of our democratic institutions; and

 

Whereas, with our local UESF endorsement of Representative Pelosi's campaign, we join with our national affiliates and the AFL-CIO in supporting and campaigning for Representative Pelosi during this crucial time;

 

Therefore, be it resolved that UESF endorse Representative Nancy Pelosi for re-election in June, 2018.

 

Submitted to the May 16, 2018 meeting of the UESF Assembly by Ken Tray, Anabel Ibáñez, Susan Solomon, Carolyn Samoa, Susan Kitchell, Betty Robinson-Harris, Claire Merced, Katie Waller O’Connor, Cathy Obyrne-Shewchuk, and Paula Mancillas.
Passed with four against and two abstentions

New Business:  Prop. G Key chains for co-workers
Sergeant at Arms Report   (None Given)
Adjournment in honor of Louise Jones (former teacher, principal and Asst.Superintendent) @ 5:58 p.m.
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